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Sugarloaf Sailing Club Autumn Newsletter – 2005

General

Where has the summer gone? We have completed another sailing season and now have the boats in dry dock and winterized except for a couple of diehards. John Fletcher reports that even the ‘Pinwheel has been taken out too, so that must be it.  The season has been a good one for us; a full schedule of events, with good participation, and lots of good fun. The weather gave us heat enough to heat the lake to Caribbean temperatures, and generally good sailing winds.  It is always interesting to look back on the year’s sailing, each one different than the one before.  On a personal note Runaway along with Abigail, and Imagine had some excellent sailing on a short cruise to Pt. Dover and back.
Welcome to the new boats in the club: Peregrine owned by John and Sue Fletcher, and Patriot owned by John and Anita O’Hear.  Welcome back also to John and Anita as returning members.  Patriot has shown some of its style in the Fall Series by taking 1st place.  Also congratulations to Oud@Sea for talking 1st in their class at the BYC Regatta.  Sir Isaac made her mark in the Rum Runners Shark Regatta in Dunkirk by coming 3rd overall.  All goes to show that we can sail with the best of them!  Sir Isaac is still actively racing in Niagara on the Lake Frostbite Series.
Recent Events

[image: image3.jpg]


Sugarloaf Regatta: A rather disappointing entry list complemented by good weather, moderate winds, and a bonanza evening dinner of lobster, steak, entertainment, and drink made this one a success.  A note of thanks to all our club volunteers who so readily helped at the many tasks involved.  I would also like to note that Steve Prokopetz single handedly secured 14% of the dinner sales.  Thanks for the support Steve.  Kevin and the Race Committee have proposed that we consider making our regatta a ‘Levels’ regatta.  This is on the Executive agenda to look into the how too of this.   Once again we had the professional team of Commune and Markset running the races for us.
Last Chance Regatta: 9 ladies turned out to compete in this event during light airs. The winners:

1.
Silent Lady
2.
Sir Isaac

3.
Patriot
Awards and Mussels at the Castle:  An ever popular event to wind up the season at John and Riet DeKoning’s summer Castle.  Aldo took the mussel cooking in hand with his usual excellent recipe.  John Fletcher (John is standing in for Kevin while he is out of the province), handed out the awards with Aldo’s help.  A couple of awards remain and will be awarded at the AGM: The winners of the fall series, Boat of the Year and Yachtsman of the Year.  Thanks for the help John.
Autumn Series: 4 races were run in good conditions during September, with a fleet of 10 boats competing.  The winners were:

1. Patriot

2. Vision

3. Yellow Bird

Sailing School: We have sold two of the dinghies (the 420 and a CL-14).  Currently we do not plan to operate the school ourselves next year, but will hold the equipment for another year in case someone with the enthusiasm and initiative finds a way to run it on a break even basis.  Meanwhile there is a possibility that Sherkston Shores may enter into an arrangement with us to cooperatively run the school at their facility.
Upcoming Events

Annual General Meeting: Mark Sunday December 4th on your calendars for an afternoon and evening of enjoyment, as well as learning how the year went for the club.  We elect a new executive for the following 2 years, and top it off with the final awards of the year.

The meeting will be held in ‘On the Waterfront’ starting at 15:30 sharp.  Details will be forwarded to all club members in good standing within the next 2 weeks.
2006 Executive 

On Dec 31st of this year the 2 year terms of office of the present club executives/directors will expire. The present positions and their incumbents are:
	 Position 
	Incumbent

	Commodore  
	Brian McCulloch-intends to retire ***

	Past Commodore
	Vacant*

	Vice Commodore                     
	Neil DeKoning

	Secretary  
	Nell Oud-intends to retire

	Treasurer   
	Kim Whitaker-intends to retire

	Racing Committee Chair         
	Kevin Kehl-has resigned due to being away at University

	Sailing School Director            
	Marnie McCulloch**


                                            

· *Brian McCulloch will automatically become the Past Commodore 

· **The Executive recommends that the Sailing School Director position not be filled as the Sailing School will not operate in 2006.   
· *** Neil DeKoning is to be confirmed as Commodore at the AGM.                  
· The executive recommends that a new position having the title "Event Co-ordinator" be established. The person in this position would head up the volunteer teams organizing the main club social events including the Sugarloaf Regatta dinner, the Guinness Classic Cruise, the AGM dinner, the Awards/Mussels at the Castle, the Cook-off, etc.            
·  The executive has formed a nominating committee and will be preparing a list of nominations to present at the AGM. All club members are urged to submit the names of candidates for any of the above positions.                          
You all realize that the success and future health of our Sailing Club depends in large part on having active members willing to give of their time and energy to serve on the executive and on various committees.
 

Please give this matter your serious consideration.   
Interclub 2006: As it stands the Interclub will not be making a stop in Port Colborne next year.  We on the executive and confirmed by the membership at the General meeting held on Sept 24, 2005 felt that we should make a request to the Interclub Committee to have the course revised to include a stop in Port Colborne.  In conjunction with the Sugarloaf Marina Management, we have worked out a proposition on how we can accommodate the event at minimal cost and risk to our club.  Letters have been drafted by both our club and the Marina and have now been mailed by Neil to the Interclub Committee for their consideration.  We anticipate that we will be offered an opportunity to explain our proposal to the Committee, with a favorable outcome before the next Interclub meeting. 

Website

Check it out for the latest changes that Marvin is continually introducing.  See the moving photo gallery – nice job.
www.sugarloafsailingclub.ca 
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Provisional Club House:
Remember if you are at a loose end during the winter months and like to talk about sailing in warmer weather, drop by The Winchester.  You may very well meet club members enjoying a ‘pint’.

[image: image5.jpg]



Winter Well,
 Your Executive Team.





Set for Cruising





Quiet Waters
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