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Sugarloaf Sailing Club


PO Box 261, Port Colborne, ON. L3K 5W1
secretary@sugarloafsailingclub.ca

www.sugarloafsailingclub.ca

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


SUGARLOAF SAILING CLUB WINTER NEWSLETTER- 2007
COMMODORE’S MESSAGE:
Neil DeKoning
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Greetings to all club members, families and crews. Even though we are in the very depth of the winter and the lake is starting to freeze solid, we are starting to look forward to the coming sailing season. This past December we had the best attended AGM at On the Water Front ever. I hope that everyone enjoyed themselves and that you were happy with the direction of the club, both for the year past and for the coming year.

New for last year was the initiative to increase the scope of activities of our club to broaden our appeal to all sailors. We wanted to add features that would attract those who were more interested in cruising to supplement our very successful racing program. Therefore, to encourage more cruising events, we introduced reciprocal dockage rights covering many clubs in eastern and central Lake Erie. For this year we will continue to offer the same two docks and hope to expand the number of clubs that our members can visit free of charge.  We also added an Award for Cruiser of the Year, recognizing the most significant cruising accomplishment, and last year it went to Linda and Joe McMillan. Linda and Joe were great ambassadors for our club and spread the news that the Sugarloaf Sailing Club now offered reciprocal rights. Learn more out our Reciprocal Program from the club web site at www.sugarloafsailingclub.ca
This year we are planning to bring back a signature event from the past, the very popular Lake Erie International race between Dunkirk and Port Colborne.  Interest in this event has been expressed by our neighbours across the Lake and now that Dunkirk has Photo ID to clear US customs it will be much easier to enter the U.S. In addition, we are planning the full slate of events, both on the water and off. More details follow below in this newsletter and will be communicated by the Executive and committees throughout the year as they become final. 

New this year is a Club Calendar which lists our scheduled events and includes pictures of club members and boats in action.  These calendars went on sale at the AGM for $10.00 each. The proceeds of the sale will go towards paying for our reciprocal docks. If you don’t have your calendar yet, contact Marvin Foest as we have plenty left over. Also, a big thank you to Marvin for coming up with this idea and putting the calendars together. 







*******

I’m sure that most of you have learned that tragedy struck one of our sailing families on December 31st last year. The Oskam family was involved in a terrible road accident as they were on their way to celebrate New Year’s Eve.  As a result of the accident Janice passed away and Peter, Aaron and youngest daughter Jamie were seriously injured. 

Speaking on behalf of all of its members, the Sugarloaf Sailing Club Executive would like to express our heartfelt condolences and best wishes to the Oskam Family. We all share in your pain and sorrow yet can never fully know the suffering and grief that you are going through. In addition to the Tribute to Janice Oskam submitted below by Marnie McCulloch, we wish that Peter, Aaron and Jamie will have a timely and complete recovery from their injuries.  Our very best wishes also go to the entire family, as they cope with the loss of a wife and mother.

It is our hope that your courage and strength will carry you forward, and if it is your desire, that we will see you once again sailing on fair waters with the wind in your back.

Many club members have asked how they can offer their support for the family. It is Peter’s wish that they consider a donation to the Trust Fund set up for the Oskam Family in memory of Janice at the Meridian Credit Union in Port Colborne. The trust fund account number is 6563399 and cheques can be made out to the Oskam Family. 
Gail and I visited Peter at the Welland Hospital and were glad to learn that Aaron would soon be going home and that Peter was hoping to follow soon. We were very impressed with Peter’s courage and strength, as he arranges for the care of his family even as he is recovering from his very major injuries.

Marnie McCulloch writes the following:

Recently, while going through some old photographs, I came across a picture of Janice with her lovely smile. I could almost hear her giggle with that infectious laugh that she had and we all enjoyed.

I remember the days of sailing on Runaway with Jan and Pete and their young family. Going to Dunnville on Runaway with the girls unhappy with the heeling of the boat (I commiserated with them!) Going to Dunkirk with a fridge full of food - a lovely lamb stew to try out.  Meeting on the dock after racing.

Jan was a devoted mother, friend and sister, very capable, enthusiastic and giving all she had to everything she was involved with. She always had time for everyone in her busy life. She volunteered as Sailing School Director one summer: a time consuming job which she fitted in with her busy family life. 

We will all miss her dearly.
Marnie McCulloch      

Most of you will know Joe Richardson who crews with Steve Prokopetz on Taboo. Joe has started a project to benefit Aaron Oskam and has requested if we could communicate this to all Sugarloaf Sailors. Joe writes:
I race on Taboo in Sugarloaf Sailing Club events during the summer. There I met 10 year old Aaron Oskam who crews on Farr South along with his dad.  Aaron is a very competent sailor and he loves the sport of sailing intensely.

Last month, on New Years Eve, Aaron, his Mom, Dad and 7 year old Sister were involved in a head on car crash that has changed Aaron’s life forever. Aaron’s mother was killed and his Dad and Sister were very seriously injured. Aaron himself received a fractured skull, broken arm and leg. More than his injuries, Aaron has suffered most in coping with the loss of his Mother. Any one of us can only imagine the shock of a 10 year old coming out of a coma to learn that his Mother is gone.     

Enter Derek Hatfield and the Spirit of Canada Ocean Challenge. Derek is a professional sailboat racer who is entering the 2008 Vendee Globe Yacht race. In short, this race involves a 60 foot high tech sailboat in a solo nonstop around-the-world race which starts and finishes in France. Check it out at www.spiritofcanada.net.  This race will cost plenty and Derek’s support is all from voluntary donations. I am a sponsor and so are Aaron and his Dad. Derek has a sponsorship level 5 that offers anyone who contributes $1000 a half day sail on his incredible “Open60” on Lake Ontario this summer.
I want to raise $1000 and send Aaron for a sail on Derek’s boat. Sailing on the “Open60” offers the ultimate sailing experience for a sailor and Aaron will be thrilled. So far I have raised $500.00 from my Hockey league. If you would like to support us with your contribution please contact me at joe.richardson@iht.ca
Yours truly, Joe

*******
Lastly, this year is the Interclub Cruise’s 50th anniversary and they expect up to 100 participants. The Sugarloaf Sailing Club is hosting their stop in Port Colborne on Tuesday June 26th.  Brian McCulloch has very generously offered to be the club representative for this event. It will involve a lot work and I’m sure we will all give him all of the support he needs (and of course Marnie who will as always do the impossible and organize the dinner and breakfast).
Best wishes to all,  
Neil DeKoning

SECRETARY'S REPORT:

Marvin Foest
The latest Club Roster will be sent out as a separate attachment.  Please let me know if there are any corrections.  This is very important as we now send out almost all of our Club communications electronically, which not only saves us money, it also gets to you more quickly.
Thanks to everyone who has submitted the pictures which we used in the Calendar or are placed on the web.  More of your pictures are always welcome.

Let me know if you would like to buy the new 2007 Club Calendar which contains our schedule of events. The cost is $10.00 each.
Please refer to the web site for the latest news. Suggestions for improvements to format and additions to content are always appreciated. 

RACE CHAIRMAN REPORT:
John Fletcher
The race committee will be meeting shortly to plan for this year’s club races and the SSC Regatta. At this time it is likely that we will proceed with committee boat arrangements similar to that of last year. We will be working to re-activate the popular Lake Erie International, working with our partner club in Dunkirk, New York. More on this event as we work out the details.

It appears as if we are going to have the best representation from our club ever in the 50th Anniversary 2007 Interclub Cruise this coming June. At this time we may have 6 boats entered! 

We will be discussing ways to make the post Wednesday Race social get togethers more successful.

As I said any comments or suggestions are welcome.  You can call or E-mail, the contact info is on the roster and there is an e-mail address for racing on the website.

EVENTS COORDINATOR REPORT:
Marnie McCulloch
The first event of 2007 is the Annual Cook-off Competition, which this year is at John and Nell Oud's home on Feb. 17th.  An invitation was sent out just this past week and is duplicated for your information at the end of this letter.  We are not scheduling a meeting at this event, so everyone can concentrate on relaxing and having a good time!

The next scheduled event is a potluck at Joe and Linda McMillan’s home in Fenwick on April 21st. The format of this event has yet to be decided and we will let you know as time goes on.

We are looking for suggestions for Club Fundraisers. Two events that we held last year are not planned at this time. They were the Comedy Night and the Yard Sale. Last year our fund raisers paid for the cost of the reciprocal docks.

One new idea we are working on is to put together a DVD of club pictures showing both recent and older events. This may be ready in time for the get together at the McMillan’s. If you have contributions for this project please forward them to Marvin Foest.

We have prepared a Membership Survey to get your input on possible fundraising ideas as well as other social events. We would be delighted to hear back from you and see what your expectations are in the coming year. The form is appended to this newsletter and can be completed electronically and Emailed to the club secretary or any other executive. Of course you can also fill it out hardcopy and return it to us by mail or in person if you wish. Let us know if you desire to keep your input anonymous. 

Sugarloaf Sailing Club – 2007 Membership INVOICE
Please indicate your membership preference below

Attach your cheque to this form

Make corrections to your personal information if necessary

Sign the privacy policy declaration

□ Family - Full Membership   $75.00

□ Family - Social / Non-voting Membership   $37.50 

Sugarloaf Sailing Club - Privacy Policy Declaration

It is the policy of the Sugarloaf Sailing Club to respect and hold confidential from all third parties information that is of a personal and private nature belonging to our club members.

General information is required by the club to effectively function.  This includes name, address, e-mail, telephone number(s), boat type and specifications.  This information is available to members of the executive for the express purpose of communicating within the club.  It is not available to the general membership, nor will it be made available to any third party.

In order for the general membership to share basic information (Basic Roster) we ask that each member declare what information they are willing to have made available to the club members.  In addition we are asking that each member sign this declaration.  In signing this declaration you are:

· Giving permission to have the declared information made available to the general membership only.

· Agreeing to not disclose this information to any third party with out the executive membership’s approval.

I agree to make available to the general membership of the Sugarloaf Sailing Club to following information only.  Please check appropriate boxes.

□ Name:





□ Address:  MERGEFIELD "COUN" 





□ Home Phone:  □ Business Phone:  □ Fax: 
□ E-Mail:  □ Boat Name:  □ Boat Type: 

I further agree to hold in confidence information contained in this ‘Basic Roster’ from all outside third parties.

Signed: _____________________________

Name: 
Dated: ______________________________



 NEXT 
Receipt to be signed by official, detached and returned to member









                   Date________________________


Received from: 
____________________________________________________/00 Dollars
$________________________

Signed: ______________________________________

Re: 2007 Sugarloaf Sailing Club Membership
Sugarloaf Sailing Club Membership Survey

Item 1 Disposal of Sailing School Equipment

2003 Zodiac Inflatable (Est. value $ 2500) and 15 HP 4 Cycle Mercury OB (Est. value $ 2000)

1. Retain for future use by the SSC                                   Y______             N______ 

                    Comments_____________________________________________________________

2. Sell outright, proceeds to SSC Capital Reserve              Y_____            N_____

                    Comments_____________________________________________________________

3. Trade in on a committee boat for racing                          Y_____            N______

                    Comments_____________________________________________________________ 
4 Other?__________________________________________________________________________
Item 2  Proposed New Christmas Social Event
1. Convert the AGM  to a General Membership Business Meeting and add a new Christmas Social Event Dinner/Dance open to everyone, crew members, friends, etc. 

 Y______    N ______ Reasons_____________________________________________________
2. Keep the AGM unchanged 

        Y _______  N ______ Comments__________________________________________________

Note-Per our Club By-Laws of Incorporation we must conduct an AGM attended by

Sufficient members to comprise a quorum.

Item 3 Ideas for Fundraisers
We need approximately $1000 to cover the cost of 2007 reciprocal Dockage (otherwise this will be paid for out of General Club Revenue) 

1.

2.

3.

  SUGARLOAF SAILING CLUB GENERAL MEETING
FEBRUARY 17, 2007
PLACE:
JOHN AND NELL OUD’S house, 14B35 lakeshore road, port colborne (905-898-3917)
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TIME:
16:30 HRS

THEME:
It’s GERMAN!
COST:
$10.00 a PERSON FOR 30 BEANS – PROCEEDS TOWARDS RECIPROCAL DOCKAGE


VOTE FOR YOUR FAVOURITE IN THREE CATEGORIES – APPETIZER, ENTRÉE AND DESSERT.  PRIZES FOR 1ST AND 2ND PLACE IN EACH CATEGORY.
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B.Y.O.B.   PLEASE JOIN THE SAILING CLUB FOR THE FIRST SOCIAL ACTIVITY OF 2007 WITH LOTS OF GOOD FOOD, LAUGHS AND GOOD COMPANY.  NEED MORE INFO?  PLEASE CONTACT NEIL AND GAIL AT 905-892-6024 OR ngdekon@sympatico.ca
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